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In court Goring insulted the book and its author :
" The Brown Book is an inflammatory writing which I
destroy wherever I find it. And we should not in
general give any heed to this idiotic investigation;
for by so doing we harm our own conception of justice.
In the Brown Book we find it said about me that I am
a broken-down idiot, that the top of my head has
already sunk in various places."

Nor in this connection is the Minister President
particularly careful about the truth. There is not a
word about that in the Brown Book ; Goring only
wanted to discredit it. But naturally in the Brown
Book mention is made of Goring's stay in Swedish
mental hospitals and of his morphine craving. Goring
thought he could deal with these facts by speaking
ironically of his ' sunken crown.'

Goring was already getting near boiling-point
he no longer was master of himself; he was foaming
with rage. All these theatricals were really not to his
liking ; in his view there should be short shrift for the
prisoners and hang them ; later, this is what he indeed
shouted to Dimitrov.

But Goring kept coming back to the accusations
from abroad. He knew full well that his evidence in
the court was his last chance of whitewashing himself;
but he could not bring forward a single concrete argu-
ment. Here, too, the best defence was attack.
" Through my trusty men," continued Goring, " I
know that every Red scoundrel in need of money had
in these days a comparatively lucrative business if
abroad he could write down a few statements about
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cruelties or about the Reichstag fire, in which I shou^
be described as a criminal.   We know, too, that there